(

mzr Qﬁeﬂm& “ (ffﬂprﬁffif? OW” /6’f

(Nitre ; '! = v; Keep your composter going
| = A e ) 1 during the cold weather

| Frtitmdvesetablesaaps L Dry leaves e A i " by adding kitchen
il Coffee grounds = b 2 4 )

Gress Clippings AT ¢ : 6 scraps regularly.
sl Plant timmings [ 28 : :
W House plants

Time for a fresh start. Empty the composter, use the
finished compost in your garden and star'r.is new pile
with the remainder.
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Che stour Qdeisons of Composting

Composting Checklist
QSpring
empty composter
7] spread finished compost on lawn or
garden
reserve some leaves from yard clean-up

to add to the composter over the
summer

Qbummer
cover kitchen waste with leaves,
peat moss or soil
4 poke or stir the compost regularly
leave grass clippings on the lawn

Autumn

harvest the finished compost

empty the composter

set some leaves aside to add over the
winter

72] start a separate compost pile for leaf
and yard waste

ONXnter

keep using the composter regularly
add leaves after each addition of kitchen
scraps

Troubleshooting / Problem Solver

Symptom: compost not breaking down
Cause: pile too small,pile too dry and/or material
too large
Solution: add more material, add water and/or chop
kitchen and yard waste smaller

Symptom: fruit flies in the compost
Cause: leaving kitchen scraps uncovered
Solution: cover with leaves, peat moss or soil

Symptom: bad odour
Cause: pile too wet or compacted
Solution: add more dry materials (e.g. wood chips
or twigs) and poke or stir the compost

Symptom: ammonia like odour
Cause: too much nitrogen rich materials
Solution: add leaves, straw or other carbon rich
materials

Symptom: [pale green mould in the pile
Cause: lack of oxygen
Solution: stir, poke or turn the pile

Symptom: an infestation of ants in the pile
Cause: piletoodry
Solution: add water

Balancing Act

A composter in top condition will be sweet smelling,
actively working, and problem free.

All that's needed to keep your composter humming
along is the right balance of four ingredients:
e Nitrogen - from kitchen scraps and grass clippings
e Carbon - from leaves and peat moss
e Air - poke o stir the pile regularty
e Water - keep the pile as moist as a
damp sponge .
o spong e $

: Too Much Air
Result: compost not

breaking down
Solution: add water,
material
Too Much Moisture
Result: ammonia like odour
Solution: add more carbon
rich material, peat moss,
leaves, cut twigs N
S

Too Much Carbon
Result: compost not
breaking down
Solution: add more
nitrogen rich material,
kitchen scraps, manure

Too Much Nitrogen
Result: ammonia like odour
Solution: add more carbbon

rich material, peat moss,
leaves, cut twigs
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