
' Haruestyourfinished
i cornpost- Use as a ( , f

' muldr in your flower .i , :\ x-¡. *,,x,.+^xt^ .:ìi I

I

Keep your composter going
during the cold weather
by adding lc'tchen

CoIee gro-nds Wood cf,'os :.

G'ðssc oorqs /- / ß ì\. Sa*d-st lJ
scraps resularly.

Time for a fresh start Empty the composter/ us€ the
finished cornpost in your garden and start , nq¡t oile
with the remainder.



Úpring
n empV composter
F il spread finishød compost on lawn or

garden

l--f resewe somø leavøs from yard clean-up
to add to the composter over the
summ¿r

06unnor
lf¡ covør kitchen wastø with leaves,

peat moss or soil
l¡--Tl poke or stir thø compost regularly

lil løave grass clippings on the lawn

Autumn
lïl harvest the finished compost
lFltl empty thø composter
lEFl set some leaves asidø to add r the

winter
Í;iEl start a søparatø compost pile for løaf

and yard waste

OPtntor
[lil keøp using the compostør røgularly

lñ,il add l¿avøs aftør each addition of kitchen

scrôps

The Art of Decay
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Cause:

Solution:
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Symptom:
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Solution:

Nitrogen Rich Material

compost not breaking down
pilø too small,pile too dry and/or material
too largø

add more material, add water and/or chop
kitchen and yard waste smallør

fruit flies in thø compost
leaving kitchen scrôps uncovered
cov¿r with leaves, peat moss or soil

bad odour
pile too wøt or compacted
add more dry materials (e.9. wood chips
or twigs) and poke or stir the compost

ammonia likø odour
too much nitrogen rich materials
add løaves, strôw or other carbon rich
materials

palegreen mould in the pilø

lack of oxygøn
stir, poke or turn thø pile

an infestation of ants in the pile
pilø too dry
add water

Composting Checklist / Problem Solver

Balancing Act
A composter in top condition will bø *reet smelling,

activelywoking, and problem free.

All that's neededto keep your composter humming
along is the right balance of four ingrediønts'
. Nitrogøn - fi'om kitchen scraps and grass clippings
. Cart¡on - from leaves and peat moss
. Air -pokøorstirthepileregulady
. llater -keepthe pile as moist as a

damp sponse

Too Much Air
Result: comPost not

breaking down
Solution: add water,

material

Too Much Moisture
Result: ômmoniô likø odour
Solutìon: add mor¿ carbon

rìch material, peôt moss,

leaves, cut twigs

Too Much Carbon
Result: compost not

breaking down
Solution: add morø

nitrogen rich material,

kitchen scraps, manure

Too Much N¡trogen
Result: ammonia lìke odour
Solution: add more carbon

rich material, peôt moss,

løaves, cut twigs
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